
 
 

1 
 

MoHud at the Fun One 
Watkins Glen International, Sept 13-14 

By Teresa Lux Ramos 

Road racing was on again as several members of 

MoHud traveled to the SCCA Finger Lakes Region for 

the "Fun One" at Watkins Glen September 13th and 

14th. 

  

TJ Hanifan at speed in the Carousel 

Situated high on a hill, one can see the sun rise and 

set from the track.  Hot air balloons were spotted on 

Saturday to the north.   The weekend included six 

race groups and a time trial event. Qualifying and 

racing on Saturday happened on the 3.4 mile long 

course while Sunday’s occurred on the 2.4 mile short 

course. Doug Garrison (SFR3) shared that the short 

track at Watkins Glen is the fastest track he runs in 

his class. MoHud racers came out in force. 

 

 

Johannes and Marianne Krauss, Vince Gentile, and 

Sal Baisley volunteered.  A change of pace for Sal, 

instead of working in Tech he was the Time Trial 

Steward on Saturday.  A bit of history learned from 

Marianne Krauss was that in the past MoHud 

exclusively hosted the SCCA club racing events at 

Lime Rock.  

 

Adam Figarsky Group 4 SM2 

Austen Levesque Group1 T3 

Bill Dergosits Group1 T4 

Chip Van Slyke Group 2 FF 

Diane Malecki Group1 HP 

DJ McArdle Time Trial ST1 

Doug Garrison Group 5 SRF3 

Jared Lendrum Group1 B-Spec 

Jim Cutler Group1 C-Spec 

Matt Fraley Time Trial ST4 

Max Lux Ramos Group1 B-Spec 

Patrick Stringer Group 5 SRF3 

Paul Malecki Group1 HP 

TJ Hanifan Group 4 SSM 

 

 

 

Continued on Page 2… 

 

THE          KNOCK OFF 
The Publication of the Mohawk-Hudson Region SCCA Oct 2025 Issue 

www.mohud-scca.org www.facebook.com/groups/MoHudSCCA/ 
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MoHud at the Fun One, Continued 

Racer Highlights: 

Doug Garrison (SFR3) improved his race finish on Sunday after making some adjustments on his car 

Saturday evening which made him faster as he had hoped. Doug has been racing with the same car for 

over 25 years; this is his 5th event this year. He got his start using a co-worker’s car (Sprint Renault). His 

first race after getting his novice permit was at Lime Rock. Doug decided after a year or two renting cars 

would be expensive, so he purchased his current car.  He has been racing ever since in addition to being 

the Training officer for the Town of Greenport Fire Department – a volunteer for over 50 years. 

Carrying on a MoHud family tradition, TJ Hanifan came out for his annual race with the #55 SSM car. TJ 

has been a racer since 1997; “racing is a lot of fun.” He has also raced in the FP and Spec Miata classes. 

TJ finished first in class in both races besting his short course qualifying time in the race by almost a 

second. 

Dirt track racer turned C-Spec racer Jim Cutler set a new C-Spec track record for the long and short 

course. The time to beat for future C-Spec races on the long course is 2:31.703. On the short track the 

record is now set at 1:42.477. 

 

From the Editor 
September marks my last racing event of the year.  I’d like to do the NERRC and NEDIV championship at 

Thompson, but my engine woes continue and I don’t see much point to beating on this motor any longer.  

I may be down but I’m not out.  Data collection and leak down testing tell me what (I think) I need to do 

in the off-season and I can’t wait to get started.  Of course, 

the temptation is to get going right away but there’s plenty of 

time and it’s time to give the pocketbook a rest.  The good 

news is the bottom end of the motor appears to be sealing 

well and most of my sealing issues are in the head which was 

cleaned but not given a valve job in the spring.   

Curiously, the weak cylinders seem to have stayed that way 

through last September’s valve job so I suspect valves and 

guides are to blame.  That, plus a short list of bottom end 

issues including getting the compression ratio right and 

lightening the pistons to the legal minimum, should get me 

back to being competitive next year. 

     Valve Job 2024- Didn’t do the Trick 

 

 

This month is packed with updates from the field.  See race coverage from two events by two authors as 

well as Jim Garry’s annual sojourn to Lincoln NE. 

Many thanks to our story contributors including Teresa Lux Ramos (page 4), Jim Garry(page 6), 

Pat Clair (page 4, 15), and Paul Malecki (page 10) ! 
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What’s Happening 
Oct 1, 2025 Monthly membership meeting, Metro 7 Diner, 1090 Troy-Schenectady 

Road, Latham NY 

 

Sept 29-Oct 5, 2025 The Runoffs National Championship – Road America, Elkhart Lake WI 

https://www.scca.com/runoffs 

 

Oct 5, 2025 Solo Event #5, IBM Kingston.   

https://msreg.com/MoHud-Solo-2025-Event5 

 

Oct 19, 2025 Tire Rack Street Survival, Saratoga Auto Museum/SPAC Lot 

 Student Registration: 

https://www.motorsportreg.com/index.cfm/event/register.trss/uidEvent/D172238

4-0CE2-F63F-EBE470711B9B4686 

 Instructor Registration: ttps://msreg.com/TRSSInstructorReg10-19-2025 

 

Oct 26, 2025  Falling Leaves GTA Rally.  Brunswick-Brittonkill HS 

 https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/falling-leaves-gta-rally-brunswick-

brittonkill-hs-scca-mohawk-hudson-001921 

 

Check out the full regional calendar at:   

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4l0pcskqj0sbmtg8scke5et658%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York 

 

 

  

https://www.scca.com/runoffs
https://msreg.com/MoHud-Solo-2025-Event5
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/falling-leaves-gta-rally-brunswick-brittonkill-hs-scca-mohawk-hudson-001921
https://www.motorsportreg.com/events/falling-leaves-gta-rally-brunswick-brittonkill-hs-scca-mohawk-hudson-001921
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/embed?src=4l0pcskqj0sbmtg8scke5et658%40group.calendar.google.com&ctz=America%2FNew_York
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Tales from the Track 
New England Region Pig Roast (Sep 6 – 8, 

2025), Palmer Motorsports Park, Palmer 

MA 

By Teresa Lux Ramos 

NER hosted their 6th road racing weekend at 

Palmer on September 6th and 7th -the annual 

Pig Roast topped off with the famous Ice Cream 

Truck. Due to the inclement weather, the 

numbers varied between who was registered 

and who participated in the different sessions.   

 

Sept 6th Weather at Palmer (Courtesy of Pat Clair) 

Race 1 was reduced to 15 minutes plus a lap in 

the hopes of beating the storms but when 

lightning was spotted 8 miles away during the 

beginning of Group 5, racers were black flagged 

and workers were quickly picked up by the 

Whiskey Hill bus and two ambulances. Max 

LuxRamos, a driver turned flagger for the 

weekend, stated this is the only time as a driver 

he was happy to be taken off track by an 

ambulance.  While Palmer was spared from the 

worst of the storm with tornados to the 

southeast in NY and west in MA, racing was 

complete for the day as many enjoyed each 

conversation under the big tent. Luckily, there 

was a break from the rain in time for dinner.  

  

At the time of the black flag, some of the cars 

had not completed a full green lap so the Race 

Steward gave them the opportunity to start 

anew during the rain on Sunday morning with a 

full race.  Rain continued throughout the 

conclusion of Race One for Groups 6 and 7 into 

Race 2 tapering off around Group 3.   To fit all 

the races in by 6pm, Races 2 and 3 were 

reduced to 14 minutes plus a lap and there were 

no victory laps.  

 

MoHud was well represented with racers and 

volunteers. Vince Gentile and Richard Welty 

inspected cars and logbooks in Tech; Drew Bent, 

Greg Biel, Paul Hintz, EJ Smith, and Max 

LuxRamos were registered as Flaggers; and 

Theresa Lux assisted in Timing and Scoring. A 

few of the MoHud members also helped serve 

the buffet dinner which consisted of bbq 

chicken, pulled pork, mac & cheese, coleslaw, 

and cornbread.  

  

Rich Welty and Vince Gentile in Tech 

 

Sal Baisley (#68 Mazda RX-7-IT7) was the first 

MoHud driver on track in Group 1 in his 3rd club 

race of the year. Sal “double dipped” helping as 

an instructor in Group 7 with CRE.  

 

Sal’s IT7 RX-7 
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During the rain on Sunday morning for Group 1 

Race 2, Sal completed enough laps to count as a 

finisher of the race although he was not on track 

for the full session. At the end of the racing 

weekend in Race 3, Sal also came in one lap 

early with engine issues as CRE finished out 

their last lap. Utilizing every second on the track 

during his regular races, Sal placed 2nd, 3rd, 

and ended in 2nd place for the Feature Race.  

 

Group 2 was packed with cars including Nick 

Galuardi (#5 VW Protoform P2-FV), Chris 

Zarzycki (#21 2001 Caracal D FV-FVR) and Ron 

Bass (#57 1998 Volkswagen Mysterian-FVR).  

 

Nick Galuardi’s Protoform Formula Vee 

 

During Qualifying and Race 1, Nick was battling 

the #4 FV for the lead coming out as the winner 

with the pole position and first place in Race 1.  

Rain played a factor in his performance in Race 

2. Nick noted “racing out in the rain helps 

highlight what the car can do”; this being a new 

car to Nick and he is still learning the limits and 

abilities of the car. Nick held onto the 2nd place 

position for Race 2 and the Feature Race. Group 

2 requested two pace laps for Race 2 in the rain 

and a moment of silence was observed before 

the start of Race 3 to honor fallen Formula 

driver Jonathan Weisheit after his passing due 

to a racing accident in August at Summit Point 

Raceway.  

  

Austen Levesque (#88  Toyota GT86-T3) was 

the solo MoHud driver in Group 3 racing against 

a slightly smaller number of registered cars. Five 

cars competed in T3, Austen taking home the 

2nd place finish in the Feature Race. 
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SCCA Solo Nationals 2025- Part 1 
By Jim Garry 

Late on Friday, our 6th day in Lincoln, Ken and I 

finished our 5th heat worker duties and drove the 

golf cart the half mile back to our paddock spot. 

Rather than stay the night, we hit the road. By 

DeSoto, Iowa the van was on fumes (shoulda 

filled up in Lincoln) and we stopped for gas at a 

Casey's. While Ken pumped, I decided to use the 

rest room. Opening the door to the store I 

inadvertently farted. It was loud. The three 

people in line at the cash register turned around 

in unison and looked at me. I started to look away but then thought, well, I AM heading to the bathroom. 

So I looked right at them, maybe feeling a bit defiant since I had just wrecked another Nationals result. 

The young guy gave me a crisp nod as he reached back to the clerk for his change. The older guy 

winked. And the middle-aged woman gave me a very warm smile. In Iowa people are very down to 

earth. This was definitely a highlight of my trip. 

 

As usual, the season started the previous October with continued development of the 1994 Citation 

Formula Ford I bought in February 2020 that was only a chassis plus bodywork, some wheels, a new fuel 

cell, and the steering rack. No engine or gearbox or suspension or axles or …  It took until 2022 to get 

the car to an autocross. Following some difficult years 

which included engine and transmission failures of these 

sourced items and consistently poor handling there was 

significant progress during 2024 culminating in a 

Nationals trophy that year. But the car’s handling 

continued to be subpar. For the winter of 2025 the 

primary tasks were to measure the actual anti-roll bar 

rates and to map the suspension in three dimensions to 

help analyze the suspension using computer software.  

 

The results allowed a better understanding of the car’s 

shortcomings including an almost non-existent rear anti-

roll bar rate, a very stiff front anti-roll bar, terrible 

Ackermann, an issue with the front roll center, and some 

lesser problems. Before the season started the 

Ackermann was improved, a new stiffer rear bar and 

softer front bar were made, and the roll center was 

improved. During the course of the season the rear bar 

had to be modified twice more, stiffening it each time, 

the front bar softened again, springs changed a few 

times, and shocks re-valved. 
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Rather than offering a blow by blow of my season, the general story involved setbacks due to breakage, 

physical health, and not being as astute as I should have been. As the season progressed it seemed that 

the car wanted higher camber settings than is typical for a Formula Ford and higher rake. Understandably 

there was some resistance to using such settings and so it was a slow process of being convinced as the 

understeer slowly diminished with partial changes and results improved. By mid-August, after the Finger 

Lakes Tour, we had sufficient feedback to convince us and we finished dialing in the needed settings. The 

car felt much better after that.  

 

Our last event prior to Lincoln was a New 

England Region event at Devens on August 

17th. I set up the course but it was 

designed by my friend Karen Babb, 

renowned Nationals course designer and 

SCCA Hall of Famer. A perfect way to get 

much needed Nationals-like seat time. 

 

The course was very well received as a pre-

Nationals warm-up but disappointingly I 

only got ½ of a run on it. There’s evidence 

to show that the right rear radius rod (see 

photo) must have suffered a weakening 

incident at the previous event when pylons 

got stuck under it causing flexing to occur. 

Eventual failure occurred at the August 

17th event. That failure allowed significant 

movement in a direction not engineered for 

which snapped a sturdy rod end at the 

pushrod (which connects the 

shocks/springs to the upright. With the 

right rear spring effectively no longer 

attached, the right rear of the car dropped 

onto the pavement at about 50 mph. The 

lower right is where the oil supply line 

leaves the reservoir on its way to the oil 

pump. 

 

The result was 4.5 quarts of oil dumped 

onto the pavement, a snapped radius rod, 

a snapped rod end, 3 other bent rod ends, 

and a slightly bent pushrod. This seemed 

more like damage found at a road race. 

Ken and I helped clean up the spill and with help from many NER folks the car was loaded onto the 

trailer. Ken stayed the day to finish out his worker stint. Since I set up the course my work 

responsibilities were complete and I drove straight to Snapdragon Engineering, a fabricator I’ve employed 

many times over the years. He had a customer’s Formula Atlantic in his shop which he moved aside in 

order to accept my car since this was, in his words, an emergency. 
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He completed all repairs in less than a week and I was able to retrieve the car, mount the Nationals tires, 

do a nut & bolt check, carry out an alignment plus scaling, and wax the bodywork. After a sudden low, 

things were looking up. Maybe we’d do even better than 2024’s last trophy in class. 

 

I’ve left out one point of significance in how we finished at Nationals this year. The car has kept me 

hopping since I started this project five and a half years ago. It had been wearing me down and 

preventing me from doing some of the things on my retirement list. My emotional outlook all this 

autocross season included not only enjoyment but also anxiety, frustration, and feeling worn out. As the 

trip to Nationals approached I simply wasn’t in the mood, even admitting this out loud to Ken during the 

long drive. 

 

But after a quiet, easy journey we arrived on Sunday afternoon, picked up our rented RV (to be able to 

stay on site), shopped for food, and prepared for the week.  Monday is always the first day the Nationals 

courses are open to walking. It was chilly and raining pretty hard at times, and we went through lots of 

clothes and footwear. Both courses were about ¾ mile long and we walked our Thursday course (the 

West course) about 6 times, and the Friday course (East) another 3. The walking was good for clearing 

the mind but I still had the lurking thought that I might rather be home. This was the first time I had 

ever experienced this at the National Championship. I was just lacking a desire to compete. A few times I 

looked forward to the tow home. 

 

On Tuesday we each took four runs on the Test and Tune course. This course is run on the same 

pavement as the Nationals courses but seeing as how this course hasn’t changed in many, many years it 

is highly polished and features lower grip. It’s not a good idea to make changes based on this course, 
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just get seat time and scrub tires. Having driven the race car I was feeling a bit better about being in 

Lincoln. Visiting with friends who I rarely see was also a boost. 

 

Of note, we hardly used any fuel. I wrote that off as being due to the short T&T course, only 27 seconds 

for my car. But I recalled that it had been happening for at least a month. Looking back now it’s shocking 

that rather than investigate this issue, I wrote it off as being due to poor measuring. Perhaps all the 

other tasks were overloading me. I had scheduled a chassis dyno session for late July but cancelled due 

to a need for downtime. Besides, the engine seemed decent enough although I have nothing to compare 

it with. It’s not like the Northeast is thick with C Mod cars these days. 

 

In addition to the T&T on Tuesday, on Wednesday I crewed for old friend Craig Carr in D Mod, watched a 

few runs here and there both days, and walked courses each evening. I tend to read the courses quickly 

and always thought I had an advantage driving on the first two days rather than the last two days but 

that wouldn’t be of help this year. 

 

The walking made clear that the West course had 

at least one very long flat out section with two 

other flat out sections almost as long. Since my car 

has short gearing, the long straights meant we’d be 

bumping on the rev limiter in 3rd gear for long 

periods. So on Wednesday afternoon we decided to 

change to a longer 3rd. Carrying out this change 

meant we wouldn’t have to run on the rev limiter or 

make the upshift to 4th, which is the only long 

throw in the box and costs measurable time. It was 

a very hot job and required a couple of hours 

despite seasoned FF racers who change gears a lot, 

able to do it in 30 minutes. We got help from 

former CM champion Don Elzinga and current CM 

champion Ben Martinez. This was another highlight 

of the week and was one of many examples of 

SCCA members helping each other during the week 

in Lincoln. I stumbled into bed around 830 pm that 

night, exhausted from working in the sun and 

walking another four miles. I also had a bit of a 

sore throat. Must be allergies, I thought. 

 

 

End of Part 1 

Next month: Competition begins!  
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By Paul Malecki 
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Mohawk-Hudson SCCA Treasurer’s Report 

By Pat Clair 
 
On August 31, 2025, the accounts totaled $28,256.90 – 
 

• Checking/Money Market   $18,119.29 

• 6 Month CD #1 (Matures 11/04/2025) $10,136.61 

• Savings     $         1.00 
 
September banking activities: 
 

• Solo events - income and expenses 

• Transfer funds to new 6 month CD #2 (Minimum deposit $5000) 

• SCCA Membership Dues (August 2025) income 

• Oct 2025 TRSS - Bare Bones Furniture DONATION (Thank You!) 
 
As of September 21, 2025, the accounts totaled $30,203.90 – 
 

• Checking/Money Market   $15,066.29 

• 6 Month CD #1 (Matures 11/04/2025) $10,136.61 

• 6 Month CD #2 (Matures 03/08/2026) $  5,000.00 

• Savings     $         1.00 
 
Upcoming October Financial Transactions: 
 

• Solo - Finalize August expenses 

• MailChimp Subscription - Quarterly reimbursement (used for mass emails) 

• Solo #5 Event  

• Tire Rack Street Survival - Autumn  

• MoHud Autumn GTA Rally 
             

 

“If you have everything under control, you’re not moving fast enough.” 
 

~ Mario Andretti ~ 
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Membership Report 
By Jim Garry 

This month we held steady with total membership, still at 350.  This is the 8th month in a row that we’ve 

either increased our membership total or held steady. 

 

New members since August 1 

 

Robert Maynard, Amsterdam.  Areas of interest: Track days, Solo, Time Trials/PDX 

Richard Rogers, Scotia.  Areas of interest: Rally, RallyCross, Track Days, Solo, Time Trials/PDX 

Bethany Zamek, Schenectady 

Nathan Michael, Averill Park 

Christopher Lane, Latham 

Liz Boardway, Amsterdam  

 

A hearty welcome to all! 

 

 

 

 

 

Significant Anniversaries for October 

Karl Danneil, 60 years - Karl's racing started in the late 1960s driving a front-engine Elva MK2 sports 

racer which he still owns. He followed that with an Elva MK6, a mid-engine version with an Alfa engine. 

That car has now gone to Belgium. In the 70s he teamed up with his wife Eleanor to campaign a Honda 

powered NTM D/Sports Racer. They both qualified for the National Championship Run-Offs when the 

event was still held at Road Atlanta. Karl now has a Viper and Jaguar F-Type. Until recently he continued 

to drive in HPDE events and MoHud Solo events. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING 
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Regional Executive     Assistant Regional Executive 

Sal Baisley      Eric Smith 

MoHud.RE@gmail.com     MoHud.AsstRE@gmail.com 

Secretary      Treasurer 

Vincent Gentile      Patricia Clair 

MoHud.Secretary@gmail.com    MoHud.Treasurer@gmail.com 

Director      Director 

Russ Burckhard      Chip VanSlyke 

russtduck@gmail.com     chipv87@gmail.com 

Autocross (Solo) Chair    Road Racing Co-Chair 

Russ Burckhard      Paul Malecki 

russtduck@gmail.com     PaulMaleckiLaw@icloud.com 

Tire Rack Street Survival Program   Road Racing Co-Chair and Scrutineer 

Matt Fraley      Rich Welty 

Matt.Fraley@gmail.com     RWelty@averillpark.net 

Track Events 

Sal Baisley 

sa26bais@gmail.com 

Road Rally Chair     Membership Chair 

Ken Relation      Jim Garry 

Kenneth.Relation@dot.ny.gov    MHR.Membership@gmail.com                                                 

The Knock Off (newsletter)    Social Activities & Events Chair 

Chip VanSlyke (interim editor)    Tracey Burckhard 

chipv87@gmail.com     TraceyBurckhard@gmail.com 

Race Flagging & Communications Chair  Merchandise Chair 

Rich Alexander      Chip VanSlyke 

dweebdad@msn.com 
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